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PROJECT INTRODUCTION

The Abington Street Public Realm project responds directly to the need to
support the re-purposing and rejuvenation of the town centre particularly in
response to the impact of the pandemic on the high street. This project aims to
increase footfall into the town centre by regenerating Abington Street and Fish

Street in response to extensive consultative and survey work undertaken by
West Northamptonshire Council.

Gillespies have been appointed to prepare design proposals for Northampton's
Town Centre’s Public Realm Improvements by West Northamptonshire Council
on behalf of the Northampton Forward Board. Working closely together, a
vision has been developed for the Public Realm connecting the Market Square
and Cultural Quarter.

These boards set out the vision for the pedestrianised section of Abington
Street and all of Fish Street with significant upgrades to the paving, planting and
lighting to create a vibrant and distinctive streetscape.
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DESIGN PRINCIPLES
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Improve pedestrian legibility
and connections to surrounding
streets and spaces & declutter
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Create an attractive, high quality
and safe public realm where people
feel protected and comfortable

REFLECT THE
VERNACULAR

Respond to the town heritage
and vernacular, yet be
contemporary and bold
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GREENING
THE STREET

Re-connect with nature
through street greening to
enhance biodiversity
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Facilitate new activities and social
engagement through the creation
of a multi-functional environment
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Use materials that are
sustainable, durable and easy
to maintain
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KEY CHALLENGES SITE CLUTTER

The plan to the right highlights a number of challenges ——

presented by the current streetscape. Challenges that this
project looks to address are:

Dwindling units and lack of life & activity on the
nigh street

Mixed and poor quality paving ‘patched-up’ with
tarmac

A very grey and hard urban environment with
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Uneven, poor quality paving Prominent unattractive feature Cluttered, poor condition furniture
Areas of paving are generally in poor condition and detract visually = The toilet block forms a very prominent feature at the key gateway
from the overall street. Some areas have become uneven. into the site. The block itself is in poor condition inside and out.

Tree condition & management

Several species have outgrown the size of the street and other trees
in generally poor health and causing issues such a lifting the paving.

Lack of prominence for sculptures

The Francis Crick sculpture is lost amongst overgrown trees with sap
causing maintenance issues. The Shoe Last is lost behind fencing.

A high number of bollards, bins, posts and general clutter has built
up over the years and is in generally poor condition.
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PROPOSED LAYOUT
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Shown on final board

LEGEND

Existing trees to be retained (8)

Proposed Trees* (13)

THE RIDING s

Seating Alcoves

Tree Surround Seating

Cafe-Spill outs

Fish Street Planters

Current Abington East Scheme

Relocated DNA Sculpture

Relocated Shoe Last Sculpture

Market Square

Fish Street Square ST. GIL ES’
* Proposed trees to be of appropriate size & species to
avoid current issues experience by the trees to be removed
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PREVIOUS RESPONSES
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ACTIVITY ALCOVES

To help to de-clutter the street, elements such as cycle hoops, seating and information boards will be clustered together
in small, organised groups. Seats will wrap around the perimeter of these groups to form a safe alcove for sitting and other

PROPOSED ABINGTON STREET ALCOVES

NORTHAMPTON PUBLIC REALM IMPROVEMENTS

activities. Each alcove will cater to a different theme, allowing different types of street activity to flourish.

1 CYCLE & INFORMATION
ALCOVE

A space for orientation and
infrastructure at the start of the street.
Raised planting provides a barrier to
unwanted vehicle movements.

6 PICNICTABLE
ALCOVE

Spaces for seating and eating with
flexible areas for benches and tables.

y, PLANTING & PLAY
ALCOVE

Introducing greenery and play into
the street whilst forming part of
barrier to restrict unwanted vehicle
movements.

/ SHOE LAST SCULPTURE
ALCOVE

A space for the Shoe Last sculpture set
on a key node along the street.

3 EXISTING TREE
ALCOVE

Planting and seating around the
base of existing street trees and
protecting against areas of pavement
lifted by existing roots.

8 PLANTING &
TREE SEAT

Planting and secondary HVM measures
to the western entrance of the Street.

9

CREATIVE DNA
BENCHES

Spaces on the sunny side of the street

for seating and urban play focused
around the theme of DNA.

CYCLE & INFORMATION
ALCOVE (BACK)

Areas around the existing trees for
shady seating and raised planters as
part of HVM measures.

9

EXISTING TREE
ALCOVE

Planting and seating around the
base of existing street trees and
protecting against areas of pavement
lifted by existing roots.

CYCLE & INFORMATION
ALCOVE (FRONT)
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1 /| ABINGTON EAST AERIAL VIEW 2 RELOCATED FRANCIS CRICK SCULPTURE
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Street Infrastructure
Clustered together

Canopy management & selective tree
removal to open up the space

Seats around existing trees protect

: : Flexible Space for meeting & Events
against uneven paving
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FISH STREET CONCEPT FISH STREET PAVING VIEWS

/

Contemporary planters define|
| the seating spill-out areas

Fish street will see a significant upgrade to the paving, planting and lighting
to create a vibrant and distinctive streetscape. The narrower proportions of
the street support the opportunity for a more intimate, lively atmosphere
with areas of spill-out seating for cafe’s, bars and restaurants. Underground
services limit the opportunity for in-ground street trees but large
contemporary planters add dusters of greenery along the street.

FISH STREET/ABINGTON THRESHOLD

FISH STREET AERIAL VIEW

Simple, Contemporary Lighting

Artistic paving pattern down the
street




LIGHTING CONCEPT

The existing festoon lighting along Fish Street
will be upgraded to a new, iconic catenary
feature that provides an animated "ceiling” of
light along the street.

Inspiration has been taken from the history of
Fish street, which used to be a bustling area of
fish stalls in the past. The design proposals on
this page show how the existing light fixture
points are-used to provide an intricate lighting
feature formed by a series of illuminated fish
and nets that provide a strong link back to the
streets history.

The colour and patterns of animation can be
programmed to respond to local events and
celebration to create an ever changing art
feature.
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POTENTIAL SCENES

PROPOSED FISH STREET LIGHTING
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INTRODUCTION TO MAREFAIR ARTISTIC IMPRESSION

West Northamptonshire Council is looking to transform Chalk
Lane Car Park in Marefair into a Heritage Park. This will redefine
the entrance to the town centre from the train station, offer open
green space for families and the local community to enjoy while
celebrating the heritage of the area.

Play areas integrated ™
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Entrance to back of Castle | |~ ¢ play structure as per
Mound to be widened up | f ;-.w';-,_ do Image

West Northamptonshire Council and Northampton Forward | ?‘ e | : 7
secured £1.5 million through the Government’s Towns Fund for the k})ﬁd{gg{\’/ s playaround - )
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Marefair and the surrounding area has a fascinating and important "aq*"?qi‘,_x; ™ f’ - |
nistory, and this site is on the boundary of the once famous | % J T B i S:f%?ﬁffgipﬁﬁiﬁﬂﬂ
Northampton Castle. The Castle Mound, where part of the Castle | N e By highway requirements |
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used to stand, forms part of this new Heritage Park. The park | , AP o — T _
will give an improved first impression for visitors to the town e TR 3 (\ clelillaiation & sllniey
centre from the train station and provide an open green space for > "IN -

surrounding

communities to relax and enjoy. Through creating the Heritage
Park

and an improved heritage gateway, the project will provide open

space to enhance the connection of the heritage assets in the area,
neighbourhood safety, and a sense of place.






